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From the Editor 


Soon after my term as Editor began in 1978, a note 
arrived from Paul Pruyser, a former President of the Society for 
the Scientific Study of Religion, pointing out that in 1981, the 
Journal would celebrate its 20th birthday. Was an index in 
order? he wondered. After all, the Society through its Journal 
would by then have published over 500 articles--and reviewed 
books several times that number. Of course I agreed--as who 
would not? The question was how an index could come into 
being. 


As luck would have it, we discovered indexing could be 
added to the chores of the Journal’s assistants by spreading it 


out over many months. Their devotion to the job was com- 
mendable. 


Such commendation is probably needed here, because, in 
one sense, indexing is a thankless task otherwise. Inasmuch as 
no two people would do it the same way, everybody can there- 
fore find fault with anyone else’s result. The aim here-- 
beyond, of course, keeping things alphabetical--was simply to 
use minimal, common-sense categories. Some authors may 
perceive themselves misclassified, therefore, and some 
researchers may have to search through several categories 
before encountering the entries they seek. But at least the 
pages of JSSR for twenty years are keyed to a workable 
research tool. May the high quality of research continue! 


Phillip E. Hammond 
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